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September 28-30, 2011

Main Message: We are ALL Treaty people.
How or why you ask? It takes two nations to sign a treaty. For this we had the Anishinaabe Nation and the Canadian Nation (government). 

There are 55, 000 square miles of Anishinaabe Nation. There are 26 First Nations communities in Ontario and 2 in Manitoba. Treaty #3 was signed on October 3, 1873. The true intent and spirit of the Treaty is “To live together, not imposing one way of life over another. Utilizing resources together.” Treaty #3 was not a result of war, rather an act of passage for the Anishinaabe region.
On May 20, 2009 the Province of Ontario and Grand Council Treaty 3 signed a bilateral agreement (Memorandum of Understanding) and committed three priority issues: children and youth, economic sustainability and education.
The Resource Law is something we all NEED to abide by, it doesn’t matter which level of government or which organization we belong to. It’s the LAW. It has always been the law, with respect to each Treaty. This came into the forefront in 1973 by means of Calder et al v. Attorney-General of British Columbia. There is a process for consultation to our First Nations communities. Each community may be slightly different in the protocol process, but that’s where trusting relationships are important to finding out and abiding proper consultation and sharing of information.
Discussion panels shared many stories of success of partnerships and development in the sectors of: Construction, Forestry, Mining and Culture/Tourism. Once the presentations and a Final Report are sent out to all participants, those in turn will be shared with the masses.
Our final morning had table discussion with four simple questions to answer. These will be included in the Final Report. One thing I am doing as part of this discussion is to bring education and awareness to my organization, to our communities and to the full Treaty 3 Region. Remember – we are all Treaty people!
